
North Allston Open Space and 

Public Realm Greening Plan

Harvard Allston Task Force

September 2006



Goals
• Sufficient open space for people who live and work in 

North Allston today and in the future 

• Open space for people of all ages, people with physical 
disabilities, and for people with a range of interests

• Improve both the access to and condition of existing 
open spaces to make them more user friendly, 
aesthetically pleasing, and ecologically functional

• Create links between open spaces and between the 
neighborhood and the Charles River

• Create new open space by “greening” paved lots and 
underutilized parcels



Open Space Needs

• Facilities for active recreation other than baseball and softball

• “Urban wild” and passive recreation spaces where nature can be 
appreciated or used for public education (such as Arnold Arboretum)

• Community-based open space designed to bring together residents 
for planned events and impromptu meeting

• Community gardens 

• Pocket parks throughout the neighborhood

• Public art installations

• Bike and pedestrian paths / green corridors from neighborhood to
the Charles River

• Signage marking public green spaces

• Increased greening of neighborhood streets by
– Planting street trees amongst other landscaping strategies
– Converting existing paved areas yards to greenspace
– Preventing future front yard paving and loss of permeable surface



Greening Opportunities for Roadways

Major Road Greening
• Target Locations for Major Roadways

– Western Ave, North Harvard St, and Everett St

– Harvard owned land on the south side of Cambridge Street

– Mass Pike/Lincoln Street sound barrier and landscaping project

• Strategies
– Retrofit streets with water-friendly landscaping to reduce storm water 

runoff, considering recommendations from the Charles River Watershed 
Association for Coolidge and Travis streets. The Portland, Oregon “SW 
12th Ave Green Street” project is a possible model 
http://www.asla.org/awards/2006/06winners/341.html



Greening Opportunities for Roadways

Residential Street Tree Planting
Some of North Allston’s more attractive streets, such as 
Easton Street, are densely planted with street trees.

– Bring other existing streets up to this level

– New streets (such as Windom Bypass) should follow a 

similar design



Greening Opportunities for Roadways

Median Strip Conversion

Cambridge Street median could be intentionally 
planted and green instead of concrete and weeds



Greening Opportunities for Roadways

Mass Pike Small Parcels



Greening Opportunities for Roadways

Cambridge Street “Forgotten Land”



Opportunities for New Open 

Space



Holton Street Corridor

The land currently occupied by 

Brighton Mills and/or the land south of 

Holton St between Everett & Antwerp 

are possible locations for a significant 

new piece of neighborhood open 

space. Existing retail businesses could 

be relocated closer to Western Ave.



Honan Library Open Space
The large parcel of land behind 

the Honan Library is an ideal 

location for open space. Like the 

library it could attract many 

people of many ages and 

interests.



Allston Creek Corridor

Create an “Allston Creek Corridor”

originating behind Honan Allston Library that 

connects through Harvard’s planned science 
complex and ending at the Charles River. 

This corridor could include pedestrian and 

bike trails alongside the daylighted stream.



Pocket Park Possibilities



250 Everett Street
This vacant land is adjacent to the McNamara 

House and the Brighton Mills shopping center. 

The northern half of the parcel is used by 

Commonwealth Limousine and other businesses.
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NSTAR Property

Corner of Mansfield-Lincoln Streets
6,000 square foot lot has occasionally been used in 
the past as a staging area for NSTAR work at their 
Lincoln Street substation. Currently sits vacant.
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Greene Construction 

Lot on Adamson Street

Adamson Street

90 Litchfield St

Holton Street
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A D Handy Company 

Lot on Aldie St

Aldie Street
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Franklin Street frontage of 

Western Ave “Verizon” Lot



Greening for Parking Lots and 

Paved Area

With little or no reduction in parking capacity, 
landscaping of these parking lots could 

significantly improve their appearance and 
minimize their negative environmental impact



Cambridge Metals lot on Lincoln Street

Mass Pike off-ramp



St. Anthony’s School on Brentwood

Gardner School on Brentwood



Front Yard Restoration

Many homes in Allston have paved front yards. A 
program to assist homeowners in restoring green 
front yards would improve the environment and 
appearance of the community. Enforcement of 

existing zoning or elimination of past illegal 
conversions should also be considered.



How Much Is Too Much?



Brookline Open Space Case Study
14 acres of open space in 38 total acres of land (37%)

2/10
mile

Amory Playground 8.3 acres

Baseball/Little League

Basketball

Tennis

Sand Box

Benches

Picnic Tables

KNYVET SQUARE 2.8 acres

Winthrop Square – 1.9 acres

Rose garden, playground, field

Mason Square 1.1 acres



Allston Comparison

2/10
mile



Appendix

Inventory of existing and planned 

open space



Charles River Reservation
93 acres

• Resources:
– Public Resources

• Playground with wading pool

• Jogging paths

• Canoe/kayak rental

• Urban wild

• Charles River community garden (0.3 acres) and Herter community garden (0.5 acres)

• Open fields (used for volleyball, frisbee, etc.)

– Private Resources:
• Harvard University boathouse

• Northeastern University boathouse

• Publick Theatre outdoor performance space

• Christian Herter Center, an archival storage depository 

• Location - At far northern edge of the North Allston neighborhood
• More of a regional resource than a local one. Herter Park is used for fundraising walks, the Head 

of the Charles rowing regatta, and other major events.
• Extremely heavy use during summer months

• One of the few areas of the Charles River with significant on-site parking. Three smaller parking 
lots have spaces for approximately 20 cars each, the large lot holds more than 200 cars.

• Difficult access for pedestrians and bicycles coming from North Allston

• Uncontrolled population of Canada Geese
• Many aspects of the 2002 Master Plan should be implemented

http://www.charlesriverconservancy.org/masterplan/index.html
• Approximately 5 acres of parkland has been lost in the Allston section of the River due to erosion.  

CRWA has recommended the formulation of an erosion control task force to be led by the DCR to 
reduce further loss.

• CRWA recommends restoration work in Herter Park West and the lagoon area which could be 
implemented along with the restoration of the creek system through Smith Field and Harvard’s 
athletic fields.



Smith Field

14 acres
• Resources:

– Baseball/softball/little league diamonds
– Street hockey

– Basketball courts
– Playground

– Open athletic fields (frequently used for soccer)

• Location - At northern edge of the neighborhood
• More of a regional resource than a local resource –

heavily used by regional softball and sports leagues
• Accessible by two bus routes
• Difficult pedestrian access
• Potential access point for community to Charles River

• Poor drainage results in frequent waterlogging
• Underutilized - could use help with programming and 

access/visibility issues



Portsmouth St Playground

4.3 acres

• Resources:
– Baseball

– Softball

– Basketball

– Open fields

– Playground

• Location - At western edge of the neighborhood

• Need for improved access and visibility from 
Market Street (potential “green street”
connection from Brighton) as well as other areas 
of the North Allston neighborhood



Hooker St Playground
1 acre

Resources:

– Playground with waterspray area

• Location – At eastern edge of the neighborhood

• Potential connection with Allston Creek Corridor originating behind 
the Honan Allston Library and linking to the river through the 
Science Complex and Harvard campus

• Limited visibility from N. Harvard, Cambridge, and local streets

2005 renovation was done after this 

photo was taken



Fern Square

0.04 acres

• Small park at intersection of Franklin and Holton Streets

• Could connect to the Everett Street Greenway and North 
Harvard Street Greenway / Allston Creek Corridor.



Lincoln Street Green Strip

1 acre

• Construction planned for 2007

• Gateway between lower and upper Allston 

(Cambridge Street to Lincoln Street)

• Improvements to include a new pathway 

connection to Royal Street, public art 
installations, meadow

• Could be a model for other vacant lots


